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HEALER. HUMBLE. HONORABLE.
Twenty inches of snow blanketed the ground when Dr. Rollie Rhodes left
Rochester, Minnesota, after completing his medical residency to move
to Tulsa in 1965. Arriving here to fair skies and sunshine on a February
day, Dr. Rhodes knew he had made a good choice. Tulsa became home.

His medical career in Tulsa spanned 50 years until his retirement in 2015.
Dr. Rhodes worked 10 years at Springer Clinic followed by 40 years at Eastern Oklahoma
Ear, Nose and Throat Inc., which he and other partners formed in 1975.
Today, the octogenarian pursues several
interests. Dr. Rhodes enjoys growing orchids
– a hobby he started many years ago after
a friend invited him to a meeting of the
Tulsa Orchid Society. He also takes cello
lessons, which reflects his love of music and
involvement as a Board member for the
Tulsa Symphony Orchestra, where he also is
a member of the Education Committee.
For a couple of years, he tutored at a local
school through Reading Partners in Tulsa.
He volunteers at Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church, where he has served as a
greeter and helped his Sunday school class.
Dr. Rhodes also is a Board member of Trinity
Woods (formerly known as Oklahoma
Methodist Manor) and is chairman of the
facility’s Development Committee. He also is

a founding director of First Oklahoma Bank
and chairs the Board’s Asset and Liability
Management committee.
Family and church nurtured his desire to
help others as a youth. “I was made aware
that many people in our community, nation,
and the world were not always as blessed
with adequate food, shelter, clean water and
health care as I was. I was taught to give
some of my time and material assets to help
the less fortunate,” Dr. Rhodes says.
He is a firm believer that through education
and participation in the arts, children can
rise above their life circumstances and
aspire to a better future.

and helper. Some say he is the kindest person
they have ever met,” says Chairman Tom
Bennett Jr. of First Oklahoma Bank. “He is the
perfect combination of the kindhearted Mr.
Rogers, plus the brilliant Dr. Anthony Fauci,
plus the astute financial adviser E.F. Hutton
- when Rollie talks people listen. He knows
what to do and does it with perfection.”
Dr. Rhodes says, “As a member of First
Oklahoma Bank’s Board of Directors for
11 years, I have been impressed by the
friendliness, open minds, and eagerness to
help customers achieve their goals.”

“Rollie is a pillar of strength, faith, patience
and wisdom. He is a life-long learner, listener
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