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Business Leaders with Heart

INVENTOR. INFLUENCER. INDOMITABLE.
Deyona (Dee) Hays likes solving problems. Whether she is providing
engineering resources to companies or designing a product that
helps women walk easily in high heels, Dee enjoys turning problems
into possibilities.

Dee is the founder, president and CEO of award-winning Excellence Engineering LLC, a boutique engineering firm that
provides engineering services and support to several companies. As a board-certified Professional Engineer, licensed in 38 states,
Dee likewise has received several distinctions, including being named one of Oklahoma’s Most Admired CEOs in 2017.
Now, she is stepping into another venture
as founder of her new business HeelzFirst.
Dee’s patented shoe accessory is designed
to hug a woman’s foot to her high-heel shoe,
enabling her to walk safely, comfortably,
and confidently.
“For about 22 years, I suffered from chronic
back issues, which affected every aspect of
my life. After major back surgery in 2020, I
realized I could feel my feet and legs again
and changed my whole perspective on my
beloved high heels. I couldn’t wear my heels
anymore, which is what drove me to create
HeelzFirst,” she says. “When I see the ‘aha’
moment of satisfaction on women’s faces
when they try HeelzFirst for the first time,
it warms my heart…This dream of helping
women feel confident and beautiful is a huge
motivator for me.”

Having spent her career in a maledominated field, Dee loves helping children,
especially girls who are interested in
engineering, become involved with STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math). She also enjoys mentoring young
entrepreneurs and engineers.
In addition to serving as a Tulsa Regional
STEM Alliance Advisory Board member,
Dee has been a member of the Go Red for
Women for Oklahoma Heart Association
and the Oklahoma Commission for the
Status of Women.
“I feel very fortunate for the opportunities
I’ve been given… I realize not everybody has
opportunities for education, growth, and
advancement. It’s important to me to help
others find that path and give more people

the same opportunities I’ve had. When
we lift and empower those around us, our
community is better for it.”
“Dee is a role model and trailblazer for
women owning and managing their
business. She knows how to convert
problems into solutions and is making a
positive difference in other people’s lives,”
says Tom Bennett Jr., Chairman of First
Oklahoma Bank.
“First Oklahoma Bank is my go-to place as
a partner in all aspects of my life,” says Dee.
“No matter how big or small my problem
or request has been, they treat me as if I’m
their biggest client and their top priority.
Their team treats everyone with respect.”

Midtown: 4110 S. Rockford Avenue | South: 100 S. Riverfront Drive, Jenks

www.FirstOklahomaBank.com

