FIRST OKLAHOMA BANK PRESENTS

Business Leaders with Heart

SYMPATHETIC. SERVANT
LEADERS. SIGNIFICANT.
Bravo! Ed and Judith Payton serve others not for
accolades but out of a deep faith that undergirds
everything they do.

The couple meld their strengths and interests into a dynamic partnership. They credit their
mutual desire to serve others and their community as coming from the blessings God has given their family.
The couple and their four children moved to
Tulsa in 1997 when Ed, who originally was
a practicing attorney, joined his brother at
Celebrity Attractions eventually becoming a
Tony Awards voter. While CEO, he stayed true
to his beliefs and partnered with local charities,
giving them a portion of ticket sale proceeds.
The couple has integrated a love for the arts
into being active with many organizations,
including Philbrook Museum of Art, Gilcrease
Museum, Town Hall, the Arts and Humanities
Council, and more.
The core values of their church – Boston
Avenue United Methodist Church – and its
affirmation that “everyone is a beloved child
of God” aligns with their faith journey and
desire to help transform our community into
a place where everyone is respected.

To that end, they also believe a strong public
education system is central to democracy.
Ed served on the Springfield Missouri School
Board for six years and then the Union Public
Schools Board of Education for 10 years,
while Judith has been active for decades in
PEO, a philanthropic education organization
supporting women’s education.
Judith’s involvement in Tulsa Master
Gardeners for over 10 years and the couple’s
involvement with the Tulsa Garden Center
and Tulsa Botanic Garden stems from the
belief that “gardening is not only good
for the soil, but it is good for the soul.”
Recently, they used their leadership and
organization skills to lead a church team to
Espanola, New Mexico, to create an outdoor
counseling area and therapeutic park at
McCurdy Ministries.

“I have admired Ed’s depth of wisdom and
humility for years. He has vision, compassion,
and kindness. No issue or problem is too
sensitive, big or small for Ed and Judith, who
give their complete attention to a myriad of
causes,” says Tom Bennett Jr., Chairman of
First Oklahoma.
“All businesses preach service, but
few practice it well. As First Oklahoma
customers, we have always received the
highest quality personalized service,”
the Paytons say. “We appreciate First
Oklahoma’s deep commitment to be active in
community services.”
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