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Leaders with Heart

LOYAL. LOVING. LEARNED.
Leeland Alexander has cultivated a life of learning,
leadership and love of family and God.

He values education and has worked in a university setting his entire adult life. Leeland began
working for the University of Oklahoma in 1974 and today is the Associate Vice President for
Community Advancement at OU’s Schusterman Center Campus in Tulsa.
His resume of achievements is long, but that
alone does not define Leeland. Rather, it is his
lifelong commitment to helping others and
his focus on family. Together he and his wife
Diana have been married 55 years. They have
four adult sons and “daughters-in-love,” 13
grandchildren and one “grandson in love.”
“Diana and I both love giving of our time and
financial resources to different organizations
that provide, care, food and help for people who
are down on their luck,” Leeland says.
Several life events have shaped his outlook:
participation in 4-H programs as a youth, his
seven years in the U.S. Army Reserves, his
church involvement, and worldwide travels,
among others.
His years of military service, for instance,
instilled a deep appreciation for the American
flag, his state and country.

During his years of starting and working in
OU’s School of Community Medicine in Tulsa,
Leeland traveled to hospitals in countries such
as India, Nepal, and Africa to search for sites
where the college’s residents could do rotations
in third-world medicine.
“It was fascinating to visit all of these different
hospitals and see how medicine is delivered,”
he says. “I really discovered that people in
any country have the same desire and wishes
for their children to be educated and to find
employment and have good health care.”
“Leeland has invested his life in exercising
leadership to accomplish adaptive change in
the many organizations in which he is involved.
He has earned the praise of ‘Well done, my good
and faithful servant,’” says Tom Bennett Jr.,
Chairman of the Board of First Oklahoma Bank.

Leeland is a graduate of Leadership Tulsa, the
inaugural classes of Leadership Oklahoma,
Leadership USA, and Leadership for the 21st
Century at Harvard University.
Currently, he serves on boards for the Founders
of Doctors’ Hospital Inc., Tulsa Community
College Foundation, Oklahoma State University
Foundation Board of Governors, and First
Oklahoma Bank.
“The people who work for First Oklahoma
Bank do an outstanding job of taking care of
customers – everyone from the tellers to the
lenders to the Board of Directors… Everybody is
committed to providing the best services they
can to our customers,” Leeland says.
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